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Healthy Families Deserves a Healthy Transition:
Statement of Support for the “Bright-Line” Alternative to the Governor’s Children’s Health Budget Proposal

The Brown Administration’s FY 2012/13 budget proposal would eliminate the Healthy Families Program
and transfer all 875,000 Healthy Families children to Medi-Cal by June 2013. The undersigned
organizations are concerned that the proposed transition would disrupt care for hundreds of thousands
of children and undermine access to care for both children enrolled in Healthy Families and children
currently enrolled in Medi-Cal. We therefore endorse a more reasonable alternative proposal.

We support a transition of only those Healthy Families children with family income up to 133% of the
federal poverty level — also known as “bright-line” children — from Healthy Families into Medi-Cal
starting in January 2013. It is critical that the transition of “bright-line” children be accompanied by
sufficient safeguards to ensure that kids are able to access the providers and services that they need in a
timely way, as well as a precise monitoring plan to evaluate the impact of the transition at key junctures.

Transitioning the “bright-line” children is consistent with the Affordable Care Act, which requires this
subset of the Healthy Families population be enrolled in Medi-Cal by 2014. These lower income children
are also the most likely to benefit from Medi-Cal’s features, such as no co-pays or premiums. In addition,
transitioning the “bright-line” children would reduce the number of families with children split between
Medi-Cal and Healthy Families, as children would no longer be forced to change programs (from Medi-
Cal to Healthy Families) when they turn six. The alternative “bright-line” proposal is supported by recent
analyses from both the non-partisan Legislative Analyst’s Office and the highly-respected economic and
social policy research organization, the Urban Institute.
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